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But I would draw the distinction between killing and ,
detention and corporal punishment.   I think that there
is a difference not merely, in quantity but also in quality.
I can recall the punishment of detention.  I can make re-
paration to the man upon whom I inflict corporal punish-
ment.  But once a man is killed, the punishment is be-
yond recall or reparation. God alone can take life, because
He alone gives it.
Young India, S-10-'25
In independent India of the non-violent type, there
will be crime but no criminals.  They will not be punish-
.ed.   Crime is a disease like any other malady and is a
product of the prevalent social  system.  Therefore,  all
crime including murder will be treated as  a disease,
Whether such an India will ever come into being is an-
other question.
Harijan, 5-5-'46
Q. What is the employer to do when an employee
of his is addicted to stealing and'is not amenable to cor-
rection whether it is by way of entreaty or the cane ?
A. My advice to the employer will be to remove all
temptations in the way of the thief, to treat him as if he
was his own brother and, when he refuses to yield to any
treatment, however humanitarian it may be, to ask him
to go his way. Let the employer always ask himself whe-
ther he would treat his own brother in- the same way at
the given stage.
Harijan, 21-7-'46
Speaking after the evening prayer at Uruli, Gandhiji
said that instead of bearing ill-will towards a thief or a
criminal and trying to get him punished they should try
to get under his skin, understand the cause that had let